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Friday, 02 July 2010                                                                                                                

Headteacher’s Newsletter

At this point in the academic year, it is a time for reflection and looking forward.  Another group of Year 11 students take their leave of Northease Manor and with them go the extended families that we have been working with so closely over the years.  Leavers’ Day is a celebration of their success and a testament to the joint effort of school and home to achieve this milestone. They have behaved impeccably during the exams and we will all miss them.  It is always sad to goodbye to a set of talented and hardworking individuals who are about to embark on the next stage of their journey.  We were blessed with a lovely summer’s day and the students looked so smart and grown up during the meal and presentation.

This has been a very busy half term with all sorts of events and activities.  After half term, the Year 10s went on Work Experience for a week and found it interesting and very motivating, despite being worn out by the end of it.  I would like to thank Cath MacGregor and Barbara Stanley for organising the placements and ensuring students got there and back every day.  A very seamless operation! Year 10s have just completed their mock exams and a Science module and most of them are going off next week to take part in an activities week in Kent.

Middle School have been away at Fairthorne Manor this week, following on from their Annual Reviews.  They have been very lucky with the weather and I would imagine they will all be very tired this weekend.

Lower School have just completed their Annual Reviews and are going off on their hike next week.

These are all wonderful opportunities for the students to share experiences, learn some new skills and get to know their teachers and peers in a different setting and context.

Events: 

School Fete – our first school fete was a resounding success and a special thank you and congratulations go to FRIENDS who worked so hard to organise and run the fete.  They raised an amazing £3, 609.  Special thanks go to Elaine Taylor, Sally Brown, Jenny Hargreaves and Christine Weeks for their dedication, commitment and hard work.  I would also like to thank all the staff, pupils and parents who came to support the event.  If you didn’t manage to join us this year then please make sure you put next year’s fete in your diary.

Open Day on the 16th June was very well attended and the students did a fantastic job of showing people round, taking part in the Drama performances and talking to everyone who came into the interactive lessons in English, Maths and Science.  Miss McGhie put on a firework display and Mrs Faultless’ class shared their cooking skills with the public.  We received very positive feedback from all who came to visit.

Open Day provides us with the opportunity to show the work our very talented artists and design technologists produce, a lot of which has been showcased recently at the South of England show.  Both departments work extremely hard with our students to produce a very high standard of work.  This can be seen during the year in the ever-changing exhibits in Stone Hall and on the notice-boards leading to Tudor Hall. I would like to thank both departments for their tireless efforts and continued success.

We have been very lucky with the weather this term, starting with Sports Day just before half term and going through to the Swimming Gala, which took place recently.  I have just about dried out from the biggest splash event!  Mr Jones and our resident compere, Mr Goldberg, ran a very successful gala and it was lovely to see so many of you there. In the afternoon, Mrs Shersby and her dancers from across all the year groups put on a stunning performance of a variety of dances.  It was lovely to see how creative and synchronised the performances were and what an excellent performance they gave. A huge thank you to Mrs Shersby who has put in so much time and effort with the dancers.

Looking to the Future:

We are delighted to announce that Jonathan Sanday will be joining us as a Boarding Houseparent from September, looking after Main House and the Paddocks, so that Mr Smith can move across to Northease House to look after the Year 11 students.  He will of course stay in overall charge of all the boarding houses. Mrs Midgley leaves us at the end of this term and we are currently sorting out her replacement. I would like to thank her for all her hard work and the contribution she has made to Boarding.

We are currently interviewing for Head of ICT, Head of Humanities, Maths and Science teachers. We are hoping to have filled all the vacancies by the end of this term.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss McGhie, Mr Jackson and Mrs Wheeler for their contribution to the School and wish them good luck in the future.

I know we have had a difficult time this year with Mrs Croft’s illness and absence and Mrs Lentner’s lack of voice.  We very much appreciate your patience in this matter and we are all looking forward to having a full complement of staff for September.

This is to confirm that Rose Spanswick left us on the 31st May 2010. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rose on behalf of the school for her efforts as Bursar, and to wish her all the best for the future.

 We are looking to employ a business manager for September. In the meantime, Julie Newham will deal with all financial matters.

We have recently asked a number of architects to provide us with ideas for replacing Middle School and we are delighted to say that they have provided us with some excellent designs and ideas.  We will be sitting down with them and creating a master plan for the school that covers all our requirements over the next 5 to 10 years. The priority will be to replace Middle School as part of that process.

We are also currently working on a calendar of events for next year, which will be distributed on completion and will allow you to put dates in your diaries, in advance.

I feel we have achieved a great deal over the last two years, not least to finally have a sign outside the school gates! This has included:

· Refurbishing specific areas of the school

· Increasing the range of curriculum subjects available at GCSE 

· On-site therapy provision through the Sussex Children’s Centre

· Restructuring the senior leadership team

· Increased use of data to set pupil targets

· Movement towards improved technology

· Email and text access for parents

· Improving pastoral support for Seniors

· Improved boarding and activities provision

· The significant contribution made by Friends to the work of the school

These are all very important improvements and despite the economic climate, we are approaching exciting times, with a very clear focus on the future. Our aim is to raise the profile of the school locally and nationally by being a centre of excellence that continues to give significant value-added to all our pupils through their attainment and achievement.

I hope you all have a lovely summer and that the sun shines on you wherever you may be.

July 16th is our last day of term and our Prize-giving. We will be sending out invitations shortly.

Kind regards

Carmen Harvey-Browne

Headteacher

[image: image2.jpg]Northease Manor School Tel: 01273 472915 Fax: 01273 472202 Country of Registration - England
Rodmell, Lewes office@northease.co.uk Company Reg. No. 1078648
East Sussex, BN7 3EY www.northease.co.uk Charity Reg. No. 307005




